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Introduced by Senator Grace Poe

RESOLUTION
URGING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ORDER AND DANGEROUS 
DRUGS TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN  AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO THE 
POLITICAL KILLINGS THAT CLAIMED THE LIVES OF INCUMBENT PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS, WITH THE END GOAL OF FORMULATING MORE EFFECTIVE 
MEASURES OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND INVESTIGATION IN  RELATION TO 
SAID CASES WHICH ARE RELATIVELY MORE SENSITIVE DUE TO POSSIBLE 
INVOLVEMENT OF INCUMBENT PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO WIELD 
SUBSTANTIAL POWER AND INFLUENCE

WHEREAS, Section 4, Article 2 of the Constitution states that "the prime 
duty of the Government is to serve and protect the people";

WHEREAS, Section 5, Article 2 of the Constitution mandates that "the 
maintenance of peace and order, the protection of life, liberty, and property, and the 
promotion of the general welfare are essential for the enjoyment by all the people of 
the blessings of democracy";

WHEREAS, the year 2018 ended with several "political killings" in various 
parts of the country;

WHEREAS, on 16 December 2018, an incumbent municipal councilor of Sto. 
Tomas, Pangasinan, Benjamin Capili Oculto Jr. ("Councilor Oculto"), was shot and 
killed right after he stepped out of a church in said town1;

WHEREAS, it has been reported that Councilor Oculto was running for Vice 
Mayor of Sto. Tomas, Pangasinan in the upcoming 2019 elections. In addition, his 
running mate for Mayor, incumbent Councilor Ely Arciaga Ramos, has survived an 
assassination attempt last October 20182;

WHEREAS, one of the gunmen who attacked Councilor Oculto, a certain 
Nestor Ilao Vidal Jr., was arrested and he confessed during an interview with the 
media that he was with a certain "KAP LITO" whom he met at a "QUARRY" possibly

1 https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/12/16/18/pangasinan-coundlor-gunned-down-after-mass
2 https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/12/16/18/pangasinan-councilor-gunned-down-afler-mass
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