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Introduced by Senate President Franklin M. Drilon

RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SYMPATHY AND SINCERE 
CONDOLENCE OF THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES ON THE DEATH 
OF ITS BELOVED FORMER PRESIDENT, THE HONORABLE JOVITO R. 
SALONGA
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WHEREAS, Honorable Jovito R. Salonga, a patriot and nationalist, 
former Senate President, three-time topnotcher in senatorial elections, former 
Member of the House of Representatives, first Chairman of the Presidential 
Commission on Good Government (PCGG), former law dean, author, bar topnotcher, 
and an outstanding public servant, passed away on lo March 2016 at the age of 95;

WHEREAS, born on 22 June 1920 to humble parents Esteban Salonga, 
a Presbyterian pastor, and Bernardita Reyes, a market vendor, the young Jovito from 
Pasig, Rizal grew up to become an outstanding student and champion debater and 
orator at the University of the Philippines College of Law, joined the guerrila 
movement during World War II, was incarcerated, tortured and later freed by the 
Japanese;

WHEREAS, he was a co-topnotcher in the 1944 Bar Examinations with a 
grade of 9 5 -3 %, and then pursued his graduate studies in the United States on 
scholarship grants, earning his Master of Laws (LL.M.) from Harvard Law School in 
1948 and Doctor of the Science of Law (J.S.D.) from Yale Law School in 1949;

WHEREAS, in 1961, at the peak of his law practice and teaching career, he 
ran and was elected Representative of the 2nd District of Rizal and distinguished 
himself as Chairman of the Legal Committee at the Anglo-Philippine talks and the 
powerful Committee on Good Government which investigated the celebrated 
Stonehill case;

WHEREAS, despite the lack of financial means, he would run and top the 
senatorial elections held in 1965 and would repeat this feat during the 1971 and 1987 
senatorial races, thus distinguishing himself as the only person in the history of 
Philippine politics who emerged at the top of three senatorial elections;






