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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A COASTAL TOURISM PLANNING 

AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Made up of 7,107 islands, the Philippine archipelago is located favorably in 

relation to many of Southeast Asia’s main water bodies and boasts of a rich marine 

biodiversity. Coral-fringed islands are home to a variety of wildlife, stunning beaches, 

and rich indigenous cultures. In short, the Philippines offers so much opportunity for 

coastal tourism; yet, this is one area which has not yet been the subject of policy-making 

and rational planning.

Many coastal communities depend on healthy coastal ecosystems and clean 

coastal waters for their survival. Many are tourist destinations; in fact, tourism is one of 

the main sources of income for many coastal communities. However, rapidly growing 

coastal populations, increasing number of visitors, and unsustainable coastal development 

are degrading the water quality and destroying the habitats that are the main attractions of 

coastal areas. Further, there seems to be a lack of rational planning by some local 

government units in coastal areas, exemplified by the wanton construction of large-scale 

resorts in Boracay.

To create long-term opportunities, a program that reconciles tourism, 

conservation, sustainable development, cultural integrity, ecological balance, and 

environment protection should be institutionalized.












