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“ AN ACT
INTEGRATING PALLIATIVE AND HOSPICE CARE 
INTO THE PHILIPPINE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM”

Be It enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines 
in Congress assembled:
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SECTION 1. Title. This Act shall be known as the "Palliative and Hospice Care 
Act".
SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. The Stale guarantees the right of the people to 
quality health care; ensuring that the health status of the people is to be made as 
good as possible over the entire life cycle. As the Constitution mandates, an 
Integrated and comprehensive approach to health development shall endeavor to 
make essential goods, health and other soda! services available to all people at 
affordable cost even to patients suffering from life threatening iilnesses.

SEC. 3. Definition of Term. -  As used in this Act:
Palliative and hospice care refers to an approach that improves the quality of life 
of patients with life threatening, complex and chronic illnesses or those 
experiencing progressively debilitating diseases beyond any benefit from curative 
or definitive treatment, regardless of life expectancy. The approach covers the 
prevention and relief of suffering by means of early Identification, assessment 
and management of pain and symptoms.

SEC. 4. Accreditation. - Hospitals, private hospice Institutions, medical 
practitioners, health workers, and social workers for palliative and hospice care 
shall be accredited by the Department of Health (DOH). The DOH, in partnership 
with the National Palliative and Hospice Care Council of the Philippines (Hospice 
Philippines, Inc.) shall formulate the rules and guidelines for accreditation to 
ensure a standard quality of palliative care services.

SEC. 5. Quality Assurance. - Key elements necessary to ensure quality palliative 
care services in accredited hospitals and hospices include the following:
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